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TREATING  OUR  SOLDIERS. 

One  of  the  most  surprising  things  that  has  happened 
Since  the  war  began  has  been  the  action  of  Russia 
in  the  matter  of  strong  drink.  Even  before  the 
war— It  was  on  June  19th  last— the  Czar  issued 
a decree  forbidding  the  use  of  alcoholic  drinks  by 
soldiers  during  the  period  that  they  were  under- 
going instruction.  On  the  outbreak  of  the  present 
war,  he  prohibited  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor 
for  one  month.  The  result  was  a marked  increase 
of  efficiency  in  the  work  of  mobilising  the  vast 
Russian  Armies,  and  so  great  a diminution  of  crime 
and  of  want  that  the  Government  was  inundated 
with  petitions  that  the  decree  might  remain  in 
force.  Consequently,  Russia  has  for  the  period 
of  the  war  absolutely  prohibited  the  sale  of  vodka 
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througUout  her  immense  dominions.  “And,  ( 
quote  from  a leading  article  m TIu  Times)  m 
sternly  prohibiting  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquor 

Russia  has  already  vanquished  a * 

the  Germans.”  This  article  was  published  on 
September  arst,  and  since  that  date  Russia  has 
renounced  “for  ever”  the  State  sale  of  vodkY 
Government  monopoly  which  brought  in  about  93 
tuillion  pounds  a year.  The  Times  that  thi 

“great  victory  over  drunkenness  in  Russia  to 
received  far  too  little  attention  in  this  country^ 

,vant  you  to  give  it  careful  attention  for  a few 
moments.  Particularly  1 want  you  to  consider  wl^y 
Russia  has  taken  this  action ; why  at  ‘h®  ^ 

when  she  was  entering  on  a war  whic  wa 

last  for  many  months,  and  to  cost  her  many  miton 

every  week ; why  did  she  cut  o y 

the  pen  the  source  of  such  vast  revenues  ? Was 

not  because  she  thought  that  a teetotal  nation 
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would  fight  better  and  pray  better,  would  prepare 
better  and  endure  better,  and  would  win  a more 
certain  and  a quicker  victory  than  she  could  hope 
to  do  if  alcoholic  drinks  were  freely  bought  and 
sold  in  the  country  ? The  results  of  her  action, 
we  are  told,  exceed  the  wildest  expectations  of  the 
most  fervent  temperance  reformers.  In  the  month 
of  September  last  the  people  of  Russia  deposited 
in  the  Savings  Banks  2^  millions  sterling  more  than 
they  deposited  in  the  same  month  of  last  year. 
And  this  increase,  you  will  notice,  took  place  in  war 
time.  A special  correspondent  of  a daily  paper 
writes  in  September : “ There  is  no  depression  of 
the  national  spirit  in  Russia — no  strikes,  no  riots, 
no  revolutionary  propaganda,  no  pessimism — but 
instead  an  all-pervading  cheerfulness  and  national 
unanimity  which  even  the  most  optimistic  could 
not  have  foreseen.  The  air  is  full  of  hope. 
All  vodka  shops  have  been  closed.  ...  It  has 
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been  impossible  to  obtain  alcoholic  liquors  of  any  I 

kind,  and,  as  a consequence,  drunkenness  has  I 

disappeared  from  the  streets  and  with  it  a great  I 

army  of  beggars.”  “The  old  women  in  the  t 

villages,”  writes  a country  Priest  in  a Russian  paper,  i 

“can  hardly  believe  their  eyes  and  ears,  so  I 

changed  are  their  men  folk.  Not  a hard  word,  not  I 

a row,  but  everywhere  peace,  kindness,  and  | 

industry.”  “ War,”  he  adds,  “ is  said  to  be  hell,  I 

but  this  is  like  a foretaste  of  heaven.”  Ought  we  j 

not  to  give  careful  and  judicial  consideration  not  I 

only  to  the  action  of  Russia  at  this  time,  but  also  I 

to  the  reasons  which  have  obviously  led  to  her  I 

taking  this  action  and  to  the  recorded  results  which  j- 

have  followed  upon  it.  We  know  what  Russia  was  | 

and  what  Russian  soldiers  were  in  the  matter  of  J 

hard  drinking  so  short  a time  ago  as  the  year  of  the  r 

Russo-Japanese  War,  but  when  this  war  came  she  I 

knew  that  it  was  a matter  of  life  and  death  for  her  r 


» 


7 


treating  our  SOLDIERS. 

that  all  her  forces,  her  forces  of  patience  and 
endurance,  her  organising  forces,  her  financial 
forces,  her  fighting  forces  should  be  preserved  at 
thetr  highest  efficiency.  Therefore  she  knocked  off 
alcohol  and  became,  at  all  events  to  a great  extent, 
a teetotal  nation ; and  the  results  have  been  a 
tremendous  and  far-reaching  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  the  country.  It  may  be  said  that  I am 
drawing  attention  to  facts  which  point  directly 
and  clearly  to  the  advantage  of  total  abstinence  for 
this  country  at  all  times  and  not  only  during  the 
war.  and  I can  only  say  that  I agree.  But  there 
additional  reasons  why  people  should  consent 

olZr'T'  d-i"?  this  crisis  in 

our  nation  s history.  The  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury put  out  an  appeal  at  the  end  of  October  to  the 
uatmn  at  large  to  abstain  for  the  period  of  the  war. 

UkelrZ  ““^*ing 

’>■  Why  not  we  ? ” Lord  Kitchener  also 
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has  not  only  urged  on  the  troops  in  France  to 
abstain  from  wine — (and  you  will  remember  that 
France  has  forbidden  the  sale  of  absinthe  during 
the  war) — but  has  also  issued  an  appeal  to  the 
people  of  England  to  do  their  Aitmost  to  help  to 
maintain  sobriety  among  the  soldiers  in  training. 
Some  people  tell  us  that  warnings  on  this  subject 
are  insulting  and  unnecessary,  but  that  is  not  Lord 
Kitchener’s  view ; and  most  of  us  will  be  inclined 
to  trust  Lord  Kitchener  in  this  as  in  other 
matters.  No  doubt  the  large  majority  of  our  troops 
are  manfully  resisting  such  temptations,  but  the 
temptations  are  there.  And  sometimes  they  are 
not  resisted.  I heard  recently  of  two  young  men 
who  had  enlisted  coming  back  to  their  home  on 
leave,  and  their  friends  in  the  village  proceeded  to 
show  their  admiration  and  friendship  by  making 
them  drunk.  Both  of  them  were  offering  their  lives 
for  the  service  of  their  Mother  Country  in  her  hour 
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I of  need.  Whatever  they  had  been  or  had  done  in 
C the  past,  what  they  were  doing  now  was  fine  and 
noble.  And  the  late  Lord  Roberts,  whom  all  the 

' country  honours,  said  that  he  honoured  men  like 
them  for  enlisting.  But  think  of  the  pity  of  it — 
the  cruel  stupidity  of  it — their  mates  who  had  not 
enlisted  persuaded  them  to  disgrace  themselves  and 

II  their  sacrifice  and  their  uniform  ! I venture  to 

I . quote  the  often  quoted  lines  published  in  Punch  in 
the  first  week  of  November  : 


I 


“ He  came  obedient  to  the  call, 

He  might  have  shirked  like  half  his  mates 
Who,  while  their  comrades  fight  and  fall. 
Still  go  to  swell  the  football  gates. 


“ And  you  a patriot  in  your  prime. 

You  waved  a flag  above  his  head 
And  hoped  he’d  have  a high  old  time 
And  slapped  him  on  the  back  and  said  : 
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“ ‘ You’ll  show  ’em  what  we  British  are  ! 
Give  us  your  hand  old  pal  to  shake  ’ ; 

And  took  him  round  from  bar  to  bar 
And  made  him  drunk  for  England’s  sake.” 


There  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  Lord  Kitchener 
and  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  The  Thnes 
and  Punch  think  well  to  issue  serious  warnings,  he 
must  be  a very  ignorant  or  a very  foolish  man  who 
thinks  that  no  warning  is  needed.  I confess  that  I 
should  be  thankful  if  all  the  brave  men  who  have 
heard  their  country’s  call  to  high  self-sacrifice  would 
follow  the  example  of  the  Russian  Army  and 
become  total  abstainers.  And  if  we  others  want 
to  help,  we  may  remember  that  a little  example 
goes  further  than  a lot  of  precept.  I have  been  a 
total  abstainer  for  a quarter  of  a century ; and  my 
own  conviction  is  that  total  abstinence  is  the  way 
of  health  and  of  wisdom  and  of  safety,  both  in 
peace  time  and  in  war  time.  I never  knew  a man 
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who  was  the  worse  for  being  a total  abstainer,  but  I 
have  known  many,  very  many,  who  were  the  worse 
in  mind,  or  in  body,  or  in  estate,  or  in  all  three, 
because  they  were  not  abstainers.  A word  or  two 
more  on  another  aspect  of  this  subject.  We  are 
hearing  from  all  over  the  country  that  drinking 
among  women  has  increased  terribly  since  the  war 
began.  I am  told  that  in  parts  of  Greater  London 
the  increased  drunkenness  among  women  is  most 
distressing.  Many  of  you  will  have  been  horrified 
to  see  that  it  is  considered  by  the  police  to  be 
a valuable  and  necessary  reform  that  women 
should  not  be  served  in  public-houses  before  11.30 
in  the  morning  ! Some  of  the  poor  women  may 
have  taken  to  drinking  in  a pathetic  but  most 
foolish  effort  to  dull  the  pain  of  anxiety  or  of 
sorrow,  some  from  a desire  to  hear  and  discuss  the 
latest  war  news,  and  some  simply  because  they  find 
themselves  with  more  time  and  more  money  than 
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they  had  when  their  husbands  were  at  home.  Tem- 
perance Societies  throughout  the  country,  and 
Women’s  Temperance  Unions  and  Mothers’  Union 
Associations  and  Mothers’  Meetings  and  Girls’ 
Friendly  Societies  are  rapidly  awakening  to  the  need 
for  active  temperance  work  to  save  these  poor 
women  in  their  danger.  And  many  workers  and 
others  are  following  the  advice  of  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  and  taking  the  pledge  during  the 
war  in  order,  as  he  says,  “ to  make  the  rough  road- 
way a little  easier  for  those  wives  and  mothers  to 
whom  unusual  circumstances  are  bringing  unusual 
temptations.”  Recently  I saw  that  one  of  our 
soldiers  who  had  been  recommended  for  the 
Victoria  Cross  and  sent  home  wounded  was  asking 
advice  at  one  of  the  London  Police  Courts  because 
when  he  got  back  to  England  he  found  that  his  wife 
had,  in  his  absence,  taken  to  drinking  and  ruined 
his  home.  God  forbid  that  when  our  men  come 
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home  from  the  war  they  should  find  their  homes 
wrecked  by  the  drink  ! 

We  can  all  help  by  an  example  of  abstinence, 
and  surely  the  call  to  this  small  measure  of  self- 
sacrifice  will  not  fall  on  deaf  ears  among  the 
followers  of  Christ  Who  died  to  save. 


VODKA  IN  RUSSIA* 

The  Morning  Post  of  February  8th,  1915,  prints 
an  interview  between  their  correspondent  and  M. 
Bark,  the  Finance  Minister  of  Russia.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  extract : — 

“ The  country  has  already  benefited,”  M.  Bark 
said  to  me,  “ from  the  suppression  of  alcohol.  I 
should  point  out  that  this  measure  was  due  to  the 
initiative  of  the  Emperor  Nicholas,  and  formed 
part  of  his  policy  long  before  there  was  any  thought 
of  war.  It  was  directed  against  the  spirit  vodka 
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and  not  against  wines  made  from  the  grape.  At 
the  time  when  I received  my  portfolio  last  January 
measures  were  taken  with  a view  of  diminishing 
the  trade  in  vodka,  and  though  there  was  a large 
drop  in  receipts  from  this  special  Government 
monopoly  there  was  the  general  amazing  result 
that  in  the  first  six  months  of  the  war  the  income 
from  the  taxes  of  the  country  rose  by  ;^i 5, 500,000 
over  that  of  the  year  1913. 

“To  appreciate  the  meaning  of  this  you  have 
to  realise  that  about  half  the  revenue  used  to  be 
derived  from  the  tax  on  vodka,  amounting  in  all  to 
;^47, 000,000.  When  mobilisation  was  ordered  it 
was  decided  that  no  vodka  should  be  sold,  and  the 
order  was  then  very  shortly  extended,  to  remain  in 
force  throughout  the  duration  of  the  war.  The 
effects  have  been  such  that  no  one  will  ever  dare  to 
suggest  that  the  sale  should  again  be  permitted, 
even  after  the  war. 


- 
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“As  regards  the  Budget  for  1915,  I have  no 
fear.  The  loss  of  revenue  from  vodka  will  be  met 
partly  by  economies,  partly  by  fresh  taxation,  and 
partly  by  increased  revenue  from  existing  taxes. 
When  I say  that  I have  no  fear  for  the  future  I 
am  relying  on  the  fact  that  the  suppression  of  the 
vodka  traffic  has  increased  the  productiveness  of 
our  people  by  between  thirty  and  forty  per  cent. 
The  people  have  also  increased  their  rate  of  saving, 
and  have  thus  diverted  their  money  into  productive 
channels.” 


ABSINTHE  IN  FRANCE. 

The  following  extract  is  taken  from  The  Times  of 
February  13th,  1915  : — 

“The  Chamber  this  afternoon  (Feb.  12)  adopted 
by  48  T votes  to  52  the  Bill  suppressing  altogether 
the  sale  of  absinthe,  which  has  already  been  pro- 
hibited for  the  duration  of  the  war. 


n 
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“ The  vote  of  the  Chamber  renders  perpetual 
the  temporary  prohibition — which  has  been  in  force 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war — of  the  sale  of 
absinthe.  France  thus  follows  in  the  footsteps  of 
Russia,  who,  through  the  mouth  of  the  Csar, 
several  months  ago  declared  that  the  Imperial 
Government  had  decided  to  abolish  for  ever  the 
Government  sale  of  vodka. 

“ By  these  two  ordinances  Europe  loses  two  of 
its  most  characteristically  national  forms  of  alco- 
holic liquor.  . . . Paris  and  its  cafes  will  know  the 
anisette  tribe  no  more.  What  Paris  loses  the 
country,  which  as  a whole  had  suffered  from  the 
ravages  of  the  inferior  brands,  will  stand  to  gain.’' 


